' 983 Worthington Ridge 
1884 


Brandegee Hall 
Built by William Brandegee (1858-1938) & Elizabeth 
Reed (1862-1934). 

& 2" to Marie (1885-1938) 
Used for roller skating, Berlin Playhouse, Post office, 
Berlin Grange. 1907-1974 Berlin Town Hall. 
Today privately owned. Rees 
Swiss chalet style 


Worthington Historic District 
Berlin Historical Society: Walking Tour of Berlin’s Historic District 


Brandegee Hall (pictured above), 983 Worthington Ridge c. 1884. William 
Brandegee built this longtime public building. It is one of only a few dozen 
surviving examples of Swiss chalet style architecture (shallow pitched roof, wide 
overhanging eaves, board and batten). Swiss Chalet, one of many exotic styles 
popular in the US during the mid 19" century. Originally it was used for roller- 
skating and other forms of entertainment. Later The Berlin Playhouse. a local 
repertory group used its stage. The Town of Berlin acquired the building in 1907 
and it served as town hall until 1974. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


Brandegee Hall, at 983 Worthington Ridge, was built in 
1884 by William Brandegee to be used for concerts, 
plays and other entertainments such as roller-skating. 
In 1907, the building was acquired by the town of 
Berlin and used as a Town Hall until 1974. Over the 
years it also housed a post office, the Berlin Grange 
and the Berlin Playhouse, a local theater group. With 
the erection of a new Town Hall, the old building was 
sold to a private owner and used for storage. 


cetch 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 214 


1884  Brandegee Hall current owner: Mary Perznaowsky 


Built in 1884 by William Brandegee, this building was originally used 
for rollerskating and other forms of entertainment. William Brandegee 
left town rather suddenly, and in 1907, the Town of Berlin took the 
building over to serve as a Town Hall, a purpose it continued to serve 
until the completion of the present Town Hall in1974. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
1884 current owner: Martin Perzanowski 


William Brandegee (1858-1938) son of John Brandegee & Mary Bulkley. 
He married Elizabeth Reed (1862-1934). They had children: Mary, 
Marjorie, and Frank A. He married 2"? to Marie (1885-1938) 


983 Worthington Ridge, known as Brandegee Hall, was built by the philanthropic Brandegee family in 
1884 as a town community center. Inside it had a stage used by a local theater company, the Berlin 
Playhouse, and the grounds were home to the agricultural fair for a few of its early years. In 1907 the 
Brandegees sold it to the Town of Berlin and it became the new Town Hall. In this picture you can see 
Arthur Woodruff's bicycle. He rode it back and forth to his work as town clerk. The building also housed 
the police department in the rear. Its architecture was influenced by the Swiss chalet style. When town 
hall moved to the new complex on Kensington Road, this building became privately owned and is used 
for storage. Would love to see it restored to its former beauty. facebook post 7/29/2020 
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DESCRIPTION 


59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION em Pete Eres 


(203) 566-3005 : 
#21 4 \ OISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY 
: Cs Dour | Didcot — ) Potentiol 
1, BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) ae — 
Berlin Town Hall (01d) Brandegee Hall 


2. TOWN CITY VILLAG OUNTY 
Hartford 


€ NO NUMBER (and/or location) 
983 Worthington Ridge 16-1/116/15 
a OWNERTSI Wilbur Cross Highway SSS 
Perzanowski, Mary Berlin, CT 06037 Cl pubtie [X] Privote 
USE (Present) (Mastorte) 
Vacant Town Hall, Public Hall 
6 EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIILE ¥ i PLAIN 
ACCESSIBILITY 
TO PUBLIC: | [X] Yes [ne DL) ves LX) ne 
‘ Y fe) BUILDING OATE OF CON RU 1ON 
Victorian Gothic/ Swiss Chalet 1884 


6. MATERIALIS) (Indicate use or location when appropriate) 


h 
C9 clopbeord (J asbestos siding (x) Brick Bk) pecir,) Hhard £ batten gable ends— 


oundation 
0 Wood Shingle Cl xeeheli Siding Fieldstone 
O Board & Batten O Stucco 0 Cobblestone 
ia Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding DS Type: i 


9, STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


a Wood frame i Post and beam O balloon 


O Load bearing masonry OO Structural iron or steel 


OD Other (Specify) 
10. ROOF Tepe) 


al Goble 0D Flat O Mansard O Monitor 0 sawtooth 
C1 Gombrel O Shed OD Hip DB Round Cee iy) 


(Material) 


Roll 
Oo Wood Shingle Aspholt tC) Tin 0 Slate tx) Goble end to the street 


Other 


KX) -aspiicisstingin  (lisstinue (_)itiis [] (Specity? (L) Ridge parelte! to the street 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 
2 1/2 S62 ic 76" 


ONDITION (Nitin tural) Thali) 
/ 

a Excellent (x) Good O Foir Be Deteriorated OD Excellent iE: Good ia Foir B: Octerioroted 
13. INTEGRITY (1, ation) WHEN? CAN erations) 1F YES, EXPLAIN : 

° iginol 
(x) NA a [liveves C Yes x] No 

REL 0 OUTBUILDINGS OR LAND PEF URES 
= Born i} Shed 0 Garage OD Other londscape features or buildings (Specify) 


0 corriaas 0 Shop D Garden 


1S SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 


~~ — 
DO Open lond pease k) Residential OD Scottered buildings visible from site 
aga 
B Commercial jacys tj Rural x) High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING ANO SURROUNDING 
In Worthington Ridge Local Historic District, an area with many 
18th- and 19th-century buildings. 


17, OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/or exterior) 


Brandegee Hall has a five-bay facade with a center entry. A gabled 
entry shelter rests on consoles with square pendants and cut scroll 
designs; the double doors aré modern. Windows have wide plain board 
surrounds with pyramidal corner blocks. Windows are fitted with 
l-over-l sash; there are small molded cqnsoles beneath the sills. The 
front gable peak is elaborately decorate’ with scalloped applied 
decorations below vertical board-and-batten. A board-and-batten ee 
frieze continues along the side elevations. A pointed-arched attic 
light opens on a small balcony; the balcony rests on chamfered braces 
and has a cut-out slat rail in a heart and diamond motif, turned posts 
with orb newels, and a modified-sawtooth valence below the rail. The 
wide overhanging eaves have exposed rafters with rounded ends. King- 
post bracing is found in the peak of the relatively shallow-pitched roof. 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


BUILDER 


19 HISTORICAL OR RCHI CTURAL IMPOR 
Built in 1884 by William Brandegee, this building was originally used 
for rollerskating and other forms of entertainment. William Brandegee 
left town rather suddenly, and in 1907, the Town of Berlin took the 
building over to serve as a Town Hall, a purpose it continued to serve 
until the completion of the present Town Hall in1974. 


Brandegee Hall is not only significant as a longtime public building 

in Berlin, but as one of only a few dozen surviving examples of the 
Swiss Chalet style. Typical Swiss Chalet features include the shallow- 
pitched roof, wide overhanging eaves, the board-and-batten in the peak, 
and the balcony with its cut-out slat rail. The Swiss Chalet style 
was brought to the United States by Andrew Jackson Downing,also known 
as the popularizer of the Gothic Revival style, and was one of many 
exotic revival styles current in the United States in the middle and 
late 19th century. 
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Berlin Free Library Collections 
Berlin Land Records 
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